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150" Melbourne Cup Celebration Fact Sheet

Melbourne Cup Timeline

1861 — The first Melbourne Cup was run and won by Archer, ridden by John Cutts
and trained by Etienne De Mestre. The first prize was a gold watch and 930
pounds and the event attracted a crowd 4,000 people

1865 — The first year a trophy was awarded, which was a silver bowl on a stand with
a narrow neck with two ornate handles and topped with a horse and jockey

1873 — The smallest ever Melbourne Cup field with seven starters

1875 — The first time the Melbourne Cup was run on the first Tuesday in November
1877 - Melbourne Cup became a public holiday for Victorians

1880 — First Melbourne Cup to attract an attendance of 100,000

1890 — Carbine won the Melbourne Cup in record time (3.28.25) carrying a record
weight (65.5kg) in the biggest field ever assembled (39)

1896 — The first ever Melbourne Cup to be captured on film

1925 — Melbourne radio station 3LO broadcast a live commentary of the Cup for the
very first time

1930 — Phar Lap makes history, winning races on each of the four days of the
Melbourne Cup Carnival

1948 — Photo finishing was used for the first time to decide the winner with Rimfire
winning over Dark Marne by a nose length

1965 — Light Fingers wins the Melbourne Cup to provide Bart Cummings with his first
Melbourne Cup win

1972 — The first metric running of the Melbourne Cup with the two-mile distance
becoming 3,200 metres

1990 — The fastest run Melbourne Cup was won by Kingston Rule in 3:16.3 minutes

1993 — The first time the great race is won by an international horse, Vintage Crop
from Dublin

2001 — Carbine inducted into the Hall of Fame
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2004 — Makybe Diva becomes the fifth horse to win dual Melbourne Cups, with

Archer (1861-62), Peter Pan (1932 and 1934), Rain Lover (1968-1969) and
Think Big (1974-75) being the other four

2005 — Makybe Diva becomes the first horse in history to win three Melbourne Cups

(2003, 2005 and 2005) and Glen Boss becomes first jockey to win three
consecutive Cups

2006 — Delta Blues becomes the first Japanese horse to win the Melbourne Cup

2008 - Bart Cummings wins his 12th Cup, the record for the most wins in the

Melbourne Cup, with Viewed winning by a nose

Melbourne Cup 150" Celebrations

Trophy

In 2010 the Emirates Melbourne Cup will offer record prize money of
$6,000,000 AUD, maintaining its position as the richest handicap race in the
world

The 2010 Emirates Melbourne Cup trophy has returned to its design zenith of
the illustrious 1930 Cup won by the legendary Phar Lap

Crafted by Hardy Brothers Jewellers, the trophy is now valued at $150,000,
an increase of $25,000 from 2009

The gross weight of the Emirates Melbourne Cup, including the base is just
under 4kg and the gross weight of the gold is 2,340 grams of solid 18ct
Yellow Gold

Man hours to produce the Emirates Melbourne Cup is more than 250 hours
The timber base of the Emirates Melbourne Cup is hand turned from
Australian Wattle sourced from Queensland and is the traditional base used

for every Melbourne Cup

There are 44 pieces in the Emirates Melbourne Cup including the timber base

150" Initiatives

The State Government through the Victorian Major Events Company and
Tourism Victoria will partner the VRC to stage key 150" initiatives

The old Racecourse Manager's building will be converted into The
Flemington Visitors’ Information Centre
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The Flemington Visitors’ Information Centre will incorporate a Flemington
Heritage Gallery made up of interactive technology and rotating racing
memorabilia and will feature a café and gift shop

The Flemington Visitors’ Information Centre will be open year round

The racing ‘Walk of Fame’ will be located under Flemington’s famous rose
arbour and will consist of bluestone and brass pavers that will pay homage to
every Melbourne Cup winner since 1861

Online curriculum materials will be available to Australian primary and
secondary schools, providing resources to engage students in investigating
the 150-year history of the Melbourne Cup

A series of members-only events are planned for the second half of the year,
including a dinner series to be staged at Grossi Florentino. Each dinner will
profile the Melbourne Cup through key eras including Colonial, Federation,
Golden Years and Baby Boomers

Slattery Media Group will be publishing a special commemorative book titled
The Story of the Melbourne Cup — Australia’s Greatest Race

A commemorative DVD also titled The Story of the Melbourne Cup —
Australia’s Greatest Race has been written and produced by Channel Seven
feature reporter, Neil Kearney

150™ memorabilia will be available to purchase from Australia Post including
an Australian Mint commemorative coin

A range of additional 150™ memorabilia will be released throughout the year,
including a selection of limited edition fine prints and other collectables

The VRC Member Art and Heritage Walking Tour is a VRC members only
event and will be taken by racing historian Andrew Lemon

The Flemington Open Day in August will be the first opportunity for the public
to see the Flemington Visitor Centre, Guided Walking Tours, Heritage Trail
and Walk of Fame. This will be a free public event

Photo Finish will be an exhibition of exclusive photographic portraits of racing
personalities displayed at Crown Entertainment Complex and organised by
Keith Courtney and Christian Wagstaff

Free exhibition at the State Library of Victoria will feature special racing
displays including trophies, portraits of Cup winners, photographs,
manuscripts and memorabilia. Further information is available at
slv.vic.gov.au
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